from Project Give Back

When Marcel Ohayon was four, his mother
slipped on some ice and broke her leg. Vivian
Ohayon lay on the ground, with voung Marcel
in the car beside her, until a passerby saw her
and called an ambulance. The injury required
surgerv to insert plates and pins in her leg—
which was done at Mackenzie Richmond Hill
Hospital.

Marcel, now 10, remembered this event
when his Grade 4 class at Kamin Education
Centre, a Hebrew school in Thornhill, began
Project Give Back.

The program, explains Ellen Schwartz, a
teacher and founder of Project Give Back, has
students choose a cause that is meaningful
to them and their family and, over several
months, research that cause and share what
they’ve learned with their classmates.

Marcel chose Mackenzie Health Foundation.
He told his classmates about his mom’s
experience, the plans to build a new hospital
in Vaughan and events that have raised
money for equipment such as a new magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) machine.

“Thanks to all the fundraising ecvents,
Mackenzie Health will help save lives in our
community,” he said.

Teachers and parents have reported that
students become more empathetic and
compassionate towards their classmates
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through initiatives such as Project Give Back,
Ms. Schwartz says. They also instill a desire to
give to those in need.

“]_wanted to inspire children to see the
impact they can have on the world around
them,” she says.

“It was a very good learning experience for
Marcel,” Mrs. Ohayon says. “He’s aware of
things that arc going on at the hospital and in
the community and he knows how important
it is to donate.”

Marcel, she says, always
wants to get involved when
his school supports causes
such as the Terry Fox Run
or food drives and has a
gencral awareness about the
responsibility of all of us to
help organizations that help
others.

“Some people say what
comes around goes around,”
Marcel says. “I'm trying
to help others but maybe
someday something
will happen to me and
somebody will help me.”

An article he read in last
fall’'s HealthTime about a
grassroots campaign by a
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local mother, Heather Hamilton, to fund the
renovation of a children’s room at Mackenzie
Health in memory of her son Zack really stuck
with Marcel.

“That was pretty touching,” he says. “If
1 knew about it earlier, I would have tried
to give to her and help her raise money (in
memory of) her son.”

That fundraiser showed him that if everyone
gives a little, big things can happen, he says.
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